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Kia ora koutou  
 
We do hope you all had a relaxing break and are refreshed ready 
for a busy term ahead.  

This newsletter has a feature article about raising student 
achievement in technology. This article has been written in 
response to the government goal of by 2017 85% of all 18 year 
olds achieving NCEA level two or equivalent. What are we as 
technology teachers going to do towards that goal? We urge you all 
to read the article on pages two and three in this newsletter. 

Term two sees the continuation of the ‘Leading learning in 
technology’ workshops. These workshops are specifically aimed at 
the person in a school responsible for leading technology at the 
school. If you missed the first workshop (in term one) it is still 
possible to attend the term two workshop – dates and the process 
for registration are in the blue box on the right. 

There are also some DVC workshops scheduled for the Central 
North region this term. See the separate flyer for further details. 

Wishing you all a successful and productive term two. 
 
Nga mihinui 
Beth, Lesley, and Malcolm 
Team Solutions Technology facilitators 
Faculty of Education – The University of Auckland 

Lesley 
Pearce 

National Co-
ordinator 
 

027 249 
7966 

l.pearce@auckland.ac.nz 

Malcolm 
Howard 
 

Central 
North 
region 

027 544 
5695 

m.howard@auckland.ac.nz 

Beth 
McCrystal 

Northern 
region 
 

027 702 
7977 

b.mccrystal@auckland.ac.nz 
 

 

 
  
 
TS Technology Wiki 
 
technologynz.wikispaces.com/ 
 

 
 
 

 
TS Technology Webcasts 
 
http://tinyurl.com/TeamSolutionsPLD 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Workshops in term two 
 
Leading learning in technology 
Workshops for middle leaders in 
charge of technology at a school:  
 
Northland 
 

Friday 21st June 
Whangarei 
 

Auckland Wed 29th May 
Auckland 
 

Waikato 
 

Wed 12th June 
Hamilton 
 

Bay of Plenty 
 

Wed 5th June 
Tauranga 
 

Hawkes Bay & 
East Coast 
 

Wed 19th June 
Napier 
 

 
To register for the Northland or 
Auckland workshop contact Lesley 
Pearce at l.pearce@auckland.ac.nz 
 
To register for the Waikato, Bay of 
Plenty, or Hawkes Bay/East Coast 
workshop contact Malcolm Howard 
at m.howard@auckland.ac.nz 
 
 
DVC half day workshops 
 
Waikato 
 

Tues 25th June 
Hamilton 
 

Bay of Plenty 
 

Tues 4th June 
Tauranga 
 

Hawkes Bay & 
East Coast 
 

Tues 18th June 
Napier 
 

 
To register for the DVC workshops 
contact Malcolm Howard at 
m.howard@auckland.ac.nz 
 
Waikato Jumbo Day 
Technology facilitators will be at the 
Waikato jumbo day on Friday 14th 
June. Programme details will be 
sent to schools involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



Team Solutions Technology Newsletter for the Northern and Central North Regions, Term 2, May 2013  
   

2  

Raising Student Achievement in Technology 
 
Currently 71% of students leave school with NCEA level 2 or above. 
Maori and Pasifika student achievement is improving, however there 
is still a significant gap between high performing and low performing 
students. For our Maori learners the achievement rate is 50% and for 
Pasifika learners 63%. 
 
The education system uses the term “priority learners” to refer to 
groups of students who have been identified as historically not 
experiencing success in the New Zealand schooling system. These 
include many Māori and Pasifika learners, those from low socio-
economic backgrounds, and students with special education needs. 
Too many of our priority learners are leaving school without the 
qualifications to enjoy economic security and contribute to NZ’s 
economic growth. To minimise this the Ministry of Education has set a 
target that by 2017, 85% of all 18 year olds will have gained NCEA 
level 2 or equivalent. 
 
These are NZ statistics but how do we relate these to our own 
classrooms? 

  
In 2013 this represents a Year 9 class reflecting the National Year 9 
student population by gender and ethnicity.  
(2 Pasifika students, one girl and one boy, 6 Maori students, 3 girls 
and 3 boys and 17 students from other backgrounds.) 
Across NZ there are approximately 2,320 Year 9 classes just like this. 
Statistics from Education Counts 
 
 

 
The projected statistics show if we continue to do what we have 
always done the class above, by the time they reach Year 12 in 2017, 
(shown above), we will not have meet the needs of 6 students. This 
is only 79% success. The gaps show the missing faces of who did not 
achieve level 2 or equivalent. This was: 1 Pasifika boy 2 Maori boys 
and 1 Maori Girl, 1 other boy and girl. 
 
…so what are we going to do about it??? Continued over the page… 

Links and resources 
 
Ka Hikitia – Accelerating 
Success 2013–2017 

Ka Hikitia – Managing for Success 
2008–2012: the Government’s 
Māori education strategy is coming 
to an end. 

The Ministry of Education will be 
redeveloping the strategy for 
another five years. It will be called 
Ka Hikitia – Accelerating Success 
2013–2017 and it will focus on 
getting an even greater step-up in 
achievement for and with Māori 
learners. 

An engagement document (Me 
Kōrero - Let's Talk!) has been 
developed as part of the process of 
refreshing Ka Hikitia. 

 
 

This booklet is available as a PDF 
download on the Ministry website at 
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/theMinistry/
PolicyAndStrategy/KaHikitia/MeKoreroLe
tsTalk.aspx 
 
The aim of the booklet is to 
challenge educators about  
“How do we make an even greater 
difference for Māori learners in 
education in the next five years and 
beyond?” 
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Raising Student Achievement in Technology continued… 
 
As teachers we need to identify these priority students when they 
arrive in our classrooms. We need to meet that target of 85% 
success for all 18 year olds. That is 21 students from a year 9 class of 
25. 
 
If you think about the 2,320 Year 9 classes that began this year we 
could fail to meet the needs of 13,290 students in 2017 if we don't 
question the way we teach. As teachers we owe it to these learners 
to make school a place in which they experience success. 
 
So what does this mean for you as a technology teacher?  
 
• Do you consistently discuss student learning and achievement 

within your department and with colleagues? 
 

• How much time does your department discuss the core business 
of teaching and learning or is all about managing resources etc? 
 

• Do you know your students’ interests, strengths, capabilities and 
cultural backgrounds? 
 

• Have you identified your priority learners, the 6 faces as indicated 
above, that may not achieve success by 2017? 

 
In order for more students to achieve success teaching and learning 
needs to be at the centre of decisions we make. If we know our 
students as learners we will be able to: 
 

• Use assessment information to know about, and plan for, 
students' learning 
 

• Knowledgably implement a responsive and rich curriculum 
based on student needs and interests 

This will require a shift in practice to student-centred learning. How 
do we do this? Using the actions that promote student learning as 
outlined on pages 34 and 35 of the NZC and by inquiring into the 
teaching and learning relationship using the teaching as inquiry 
model will allow middle leaders to shift their department to place 
students at the centre of learning. 
 

He waka eke noa 
(A canoe which we are all in with no exception) 

 

 

 
Further information 
 
For further information about the ideas in 
this article refer to the ERO report about 
priority learners – “Priority Learners in 
New Zealand Schools, August 2012 

http:// www.ero.govt.nz/National-
Reports/Evaluation-at-a-Glance-Priority-
Learners-in-New-Zealand-Schools-
August-2012 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Links and resources… 

New Pasifika Plan 

The Pasifika Education Plan – 
2013 – 2017 (PEP) was released 
at the end of 2012 and replaces 
the 2009 to 2012 version. We 
will cover the PEP in more detail 
in later newsletters but for now 
if you haven’t seen it yet you 
may like to visit the website and 
download a PDF copy of the 
plan. 

The vision outlined in the PEP is 
to see ‘Five out of five Pasifika 
learners participating, engaging 
and achieving in education, 
secure in their identities, 
languages and cultures and 
contributing fully to Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s social, cultural 
and economic wellbeing’. 

 

http://www.minedu.govt.nz/NZEducatio
n/EducationPolicies/PasifikaEducation/Pa
sifikaEducationPlan2013.aspx 
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What’s new? 

Vocational pathways website 

The new Vocational pathways website was launched earlier this 
year. http://youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational-pathways/ 
 

 
 
This is an important initiative that does affect technology students 
and teachers. Check the recommended standards for each of the 
pathways. A large number of technology standards feature as 
recommended standards or as ‘sector related standards’. The 
sector related standards are particularly important as a students 
needs to gain 20 credits from the sector related standards in order 
to get that particular pathway officially recognised. 
 

 
 
A key feature of the website is the interactive tool called the ‘Profile 
Builder’ where students can enter their standards and look at their 
own profile. Teachers may also like to enter the standards selected 
for a particular course to get a visual representation of what 
pathways are catered for within that course. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Various resources… 
 
A DVC resource 
 
Architecture of a French railway 
station - Satolas TGV by Santiago 
Calatrava. 

	  
	  
Everyone calls it The Bird, this is a 
great resource to share with your 
students about 3.30 (AS91627), 
‘Initiate design ideas through 
exploration’, also for students to 
see how conceptual design develops 
through modelling. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5DE1QIWyvLM 

 
OpenMaterials 
OpenMaterials is a research group 
dedicated to open investigation and 
experimentation with DIY 
production methods and uses of 
materials. 
http://openmaterials.org/  
 
 
Building an engineering and 
technology pipeline: 
A new initiative will improve the 
transition from school to institutes 
of technology and polytechnics, and 
increase the number of students 
enrolling in and completing 
diplomas and degrees in 
engineering and technology.  
 
http://www.futureintech.org.nz/doc
uments/fit-e-news-ind-52-apr-
2013.pdf 
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Just in case you missed the notice… 
 
Level one assessment specifications for technology 
The level one assessment specifications for technology were 
updated in March this year. The revised specifications contain 
crucial evidence about the evidence needed in student’s reports. 
Check you are using the updated version which is available at 
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-
standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/technology/levels/ 
 
 
Technology Scholarship 
This year there is a change to the technology scholarship standard 
that requires students to show evidence of all three strands of the 
technology curriculum within their scholarship report. See the 
scholarship standard and resources at 
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-
standards/awards/scholarship/scholarship-subjects/scholarship-
technology/ 

 
NZQA literacy and numeracy page 
NZQA has developed a page with all the information around 
Literacy and Numeracy for NCEA and UE in one place. 
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-
standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/literacy-and-numeracy/ 

 
 
 
Guidelines for the selection of student work for moderation 
NZQA SecQual circular S2013/005 - 07 Mar 2013 advises that 
information on Guidelines and selection of student work for 
moderation have been updated for 2013. See the circular at 
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/publications/newsletters-and-
circulars/secqual/guidelines-for-the-selection-of-student-work-for-
moderation/ 
 

‘Request for Clarification’ replacing ‘Optional Teacher-
selected Evidence’ 
NZQA SecQual circular S2012/030 - 20 Nov 2012 advises The 
Optional Teacher-selected Evidence (OTSE) moderation process will 
be replaced from 2013 with a simpler and more direct ‘Request for 
Clarification’, in 2013. See the circular at 
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/publications/newsletters-and-
circulars/secqual/request-for-clarification-replacing-optional-
teacher-selected-evidence/ 
 
 
Moderator’s newsletters 
Moderator’s newsletters were published in February this year for 
Technology and for Computing. Note the latest newsletter for DVC 
is currently November 2012. Access these newsletters and the 
clarifications documents on the NZQA Subjects page at 
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-
standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/ 
 
 
 

Various resources and links 
 
Sustainability 
 
Are you wanting some background 
information about sustainability? 
 
Emerging Issues papers – 
Sustainable Carrying Capacity: 
Research has shown that New 
Zealanders would need at least two 
Earth planets to sustain our current 
lifestyles compared with a ‘fair 
Earth share’ of one. Some estimates 
put this number as high as five 
Earths. Two papers released in 
March by the Royal Society of New 
Zealand explore how many people, 
and to what standard of living, can 
New Zealand support sustainably. 
The papers argue that sustainability 
is not a simple trade-off between 
the economy and the environment  
 
http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/exp
ert-advice/information-
papers/yr2013/the-sustainable-
carrying-capacity-of-new-zealand/ 
 
 

 
 
 
Should you avoid eating hot 
food from plastic bowls and 
dishes? 
They may not stack up well next to 
Grandma's gorgeous old dinner set, 
but plastic plates and bowls hold an 
important place in our 21st century 
homes – particularly for those of us 
living with porcelain-plate-breaking, 
fine-china-bowl-smashing young 
children. Unlike ceramics, however, 
components of some types of 
plastics are known to be hazardous 
to human health. 
 

 
 
http://www.abc.net.au/health/talkin
ghealth/factbuster/stories/2013/04/
23/3737325.htm#.UX8W9YLn_L8 
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Technology Online  
 
A revised ‘new look’ Technology Online website was launched in 
March by The Ministry http://technology.tki.org.nz/ 
 

 
 
Some of the new features in the revised Technology Online website 
include: 

• a redesign of the sites visual presentation 
• a filter search function for the Ask an Expert section 
• a filter search function for the Resource section that 

enables a search by: Keywords, Technological Area, Year 
Group, Curriculum Level, Strand, Curriculum Component, 
and/or Resource Type 

• resource search results displayed as graphic images. These 
images contain buttons (information icons) that have ‘hover 
over’ text which display the resources focus: Year Level, 
Technological Area, Curriculum Component and Resource 
Type  (see image example below) 

• a  button on the home page to access information about 
using the search features on the site 

• resources presented in the chronological order in which 
they were first published 

• resource colour coded by Resource Type (e.g. Case Study, 
Teacher Snapshot, Student Showcase) to assist with their 
visual recognition 

• a Twitter feature that enable’ tweets’ about the site to be 
followed 

• a RSS tab that enables you to register to be notified when 
new resources are published 

• the ‘Information for Parents’ section being renamed to ‘Why 
Study Technology’ 

 
 
Latest t-news out 
For the latest edition of t-news , and for archived copies of previous 
issues visit http://www.tenz.org.nz/t-news/  

 

 
 

 

 

Resources and links 
 
2013 Technology conference 
 
TESAC 2013 Conference 
Wellington High School, Wellington, 
New Zealand 
7-9 October 2013 
Meet-and-greet: Sunday 6 October 
 
Wellington High School is in central 
Wellington, minutes from 
accommodation, transport, Te Papa, 
and a range of eateries. The 
conference has been scheduled to 
enable delegates to view WOW in 
the week prior to the conference 
and to experience the other 
attractions that the capital city of 
Aotearoa New Zealand offers. 
There is a strong focus on take-
home value and raising student 
achievement. 
 
Remember, the first 100 registrants 
are eligible for the travel subsidy 
– register now at www.trcc.org.nz 
 
 
National technology newsletters 
 
The national technology newsletters 
are available on the Secondary 
Middle Leaders website on TKI at 
http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Seco
ndary-middle-leaders/Professional-
learning-and-development 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


